REVOLTED AMERICA
words were regularly quoted as an indictment of the Govern-
ment's policy and a defence of the colonial case.
On December 2nd, 1777, Barre rose in his place in the Commons
to ask Germaine if he would inform the House whether there was
any truth or not in the rumour everywhere circulating in Town
that disaster had overtaken the army which General John
Burgoyne was marching from Canada to New England.
Germaine's reply was received with a terrible silence: the
Secretary for the Colonies replied that while there were no
official despatches to hand, the Government had been informed
from a reliable source in Quebec that Burgoyne had been com-
pelled to surrender to the American General Gates at Saratoga
on October I7th. It was a disaster of the first magnitude, Barre
might use the occasion as an opportunity for delivering one of
his customary attacks on the Ministers; but it was to North whom
the House listened most attentively that day, when he asked the
Members to display quiet courage in the face of this adversity.
The King wrote at once to congratulate him on his speech.
my dbas lord—I cannot help just taking up Your time for a
few Minutes to thank You in the most cordial Manner for Your
Speech; the manly, firm and dignified Part You took brought the
House to see the present misfortune in its true light, as very serious
but not without remedy; . . . I shall only add that I can never
forget the friendship as well as zeal You have shewn to me by Your
Conduct yesterday.
geohge R.
queen's house,
Dec. 4th, 1777.
Within an hour North had written his reply to the King's letter.
I trust that I am incapable of abandoning Your Majesty's service in
times of difficulty whilst my continuance in it can be of any use to
your Majesty or the public, but what I submitted, or meant to sub-
mit is, that if a storm should rise upon the late misfortunes, which
may be appeased by a Change of Minister, no consideration of
favour or predilection should make your Majesty persist in your
resolution of keeping or excluding any set of men whatsoever. . . .
No time shall be lost, and no person who can give good information
left unconsulted in the present moment, & I hope that the approach-
ing adjournment of Parliament will soon leave us at leisure to give
all our time to the executive business of government.
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